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The publishing house AliRibelli awaits you at the 2025
LIBER fair in Madridat stand 14E24 to discuss this novel.

Objectives: \We are seeking literary agents working in the Young Adult (+10+) sector
who are interested in taking on fantasy novels for their target market. Specifically, we
propose this novel, which deals with school bullying, family, environmental protection,
superheroes, and heroic deeds.

Book Genre: A standalone novel. Young Adult, designed for pre- and post-adole-
scent readers. The simple, flowing, and unconventional writing style makes it suitable
for adult fans of the superhero genre and comics. Its genre can be compared to
Superhero Urban Fantasy.

Themes of the Novel: A teenager discovers a world of superheroes who protect
the environment. This is a pretext, as with ancient myths, to explore profound and
human themes. Loneliness, bullying, family and adolescent issues, and first loves are
the themes explored, intertwined with the central theme of the story: environmentali-
sm and protecting the planet. All of this is explored from both the young person'’s per-
spective and the adult perspectives of the other characters involved in the story.

Time and Place of the Story: Sct in present day, in a small mountain village in cen-
tral Italy: Santa Maria Traicolli (a fictional location). This provincial town is interspersed
with Altrove, an imaginary place where the Guardians of Nature exist.

Plot Summary: Francesco Forte is a solitary, nature-loving teenager who takes
refuge in comics. He has no friends except Viola. His life has suffered a great loss, the
death of his father about eight years earlier, which has led him to withdraw into himself.
Everything changes one day when he decides to help a stray dog, saving it from the
clutches of the village bullies, the Meschini. Francesco manages to free the stray, even
hitting the bullies’ leader, Giulio, before running away, but is chased into a grocery
store. There, the bullies catch up with him but decide not to act. Giulio gives Francesco
an ultimatum: when they return to school, they will settle their differences. Francesco
knows full well that for them, settling means beatings. During the night, Francesco has
more than one strange dream, and in the last of these, a masked man reveals to him
that his action qualifies him to become a Guardian of Nature. Initially, Francesco igno-
res his "nightmare,” but the next day he finds a pin that he discovers has strange
powers. Finally, Twine's appearance in his room makes him realize it's all real. Thus
begins Francesco's double life, as he must train to prove his worth and join this Order
of superheroes protecting the Earth. Complicating his life are the Meschini, who conti-
nue to haunt him in the days that follow, unexpected events, and revelations of secrets
that involve him personally. All this while trying to keep the change taking place in his
life a secret from anyone. Will he be able to face the grueling training, the Meschini, and
all the other vicissitudes that will unfold during those days, thus fulfilling his deepest
dream of becoming a superhero?

More Info: if you're interested in learning more, you'll find next, the novel’'s complete
plot, with a summary of the main events. Finally, if you like the progect, we could send
you the first two chapters of the book.
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Ali Ribelli
Edizioni

Plot of the novel
Guardians of Nature, the Last Badge.

The story begins on a Thursday in late September. We're in
Santa Maria Traicolli, a small mountain village in central Italy,
and that Saturday is the village festival in honor of the Saint,
so that Thursday is the last day of school. Francesco Forte, a
solitary and difficult fifteen-year-old, is in class and follows
the lessons with little interest until his only friend, Viola, gets
him into trouble with the Italian teacher, the teacher who has
the least respect for him. Francesco "wins"” a test the fol-
lowing Monday, on all of the revision work from the previous
year. The bell rings and everyone quickly leaves the classro-
om. Viola, near the stairs to the first floor, tries to apologize to
Francesco for what she's done, but the arrival of the Meschini,
three well-known bullies in the village, attracts Francesco's at-
tention, who moves Viola away just before being pushed in his
place and tumbling down the stairs. The one who pushed him
was Giulio, the Meschini's leader. Viola helps him, then, after
making sure her friend is okay, leaves with her father, who's
waiting for her outside the school gates. Returning home,
Francesco thinks back to his sad life and the absence of his
father, who died years earlier. While brooding, he hears the
voices of the Meschinis chasing a stray dog from a con-
struction site cordoned off by barriers. He starts to walk away,
but then feels ashamed of his actions and decides to enter the
construction site to save the animal from their clutches, even
though he has no idea how to do it. He clashes with the three
in defense of a black mixed-breed dog and, with a bit of luck,
manages to hit Giulio, who falls to the ground. Pietro and Ugo,
the other two bullies, are astonished by the gesture and are
trapped. Francesco takes advantage of the situation to
escape with the stray. The Meschinis, however, rush after the
two, who take refuge in Signora Agata's grocery store. The
woman protects him and the dog from the three's abrupt in-
trusion into the shop. Giulio, enraged, assures Francesco that
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they will settle their differences at school. Francesco separa-
tes from the black mixed-breed dog and returns home, where
he faces the wrath of his mother, frightened by his tardiness
and by seeing him dirty, sweaty, and exhausted. Left alone at
home because his mother runs off to work a double shift,
Francesco, worried about what awaits him when he returns to
school, eats little, doesn’t study, and has strange dreams. In
the last of these, a strange little man dressed as a superhero,
Twine, informs him that his actions make him a candidate for
membership in the Guardians of Nature; an order of superhe-
roes who protect the environment and animals. Francesco be-
lieves it's a delirium of his mind, but the next day he finds a ne-
ver-before-seen pin on his desk, which he slips into his
pocket. He then leaves the house and goes to Calda Tavola,
where his mother works, to enjoy a sumptuous breakfast.
There, talking to Margherita, one of the restaurant’s waitres-
ses, he realizes that perhaps the previous night wasn't just a
dream, but he's still unwilling to believe it. Leaving the restau-
rant and returning home, he once again encounters the Me-
schini, and this time, he is saved only by the power locked in
the pin, which allows him to run as fast as the wind, taking
refuge in the entrance hall of his building. He discovers that
the pin, or rather the Badge of the Guardians of Nature, holds
a power tied to and forged specifically for him. From that
moment on, Francesco is an Aspiring Guardian and must pass
an initial probationary period, assisted by Twine, to prove he
can handle the double life that awaits him. He creates his di-
sguise and a “magical” alter ego that will take his place whe-
never he is absent, then travels to Elsewhere: an alternate rea-
lity that is the source of the Guardians of Nature’s powers.
After a grueling day of training on the Life Course, the amuse-
ment park-like place where they all train, Francesco returns
home. While waiting for dinner, he falls asleep, but can’'t rest
because he has a strange dream. He finds himself in Elsewhe-
re, wearing his pajamas and in his human form. In a clearing,
there's a black dome barely held in place by a ring of Guar-
dians, suffering from the strain. In a desperate attempt to help
them, he ends up inside the dome, discovering that inside is a
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sentient being made of black smoke, who reveals a terrible
truth that has been kept secret from him. Francesco is brou-
ght back to reality thanks to the intervention of Twine. Sum-
moned by the Council of Elders to discuss what happened,
Francesco realizes that the being hadn’t lied to him: there
really was a secret kept from most, and that many were dying
because of the Singularity, whose expansion threatens the
existence of Elsewhere and their lives. Although he doesn’t
trust the smoke-like being he encountered inside the Singula-
rity, Francesco decides to follow its advice and doesn’t reveal
everything he's discovered to the Supreme, the Elder who
heads the Council. In the following days, Francesco is enga-
ged in further training to prove his worth. During one of these,
he is left alone and is thus given the opportunity to travel to
Elsewhere, to the location of the Singularity he saw in his
dream: he wants to know more. He manages to find it, even
though the location is supposed to be hidden from most, and
this frightens him about his true involvement with that
"thing."” He tries to touch it to enter again, but this time, inste-
ad of being sucked to the surface, he is repelled. This raises a
doubt in him: what if his power is similar to that of the Singu-
larity, and that's why he's being repelled like a magnet? Twine
arrives, unaware of what happened but scolds him for going
there. Meanwhile, following the first clash at the construction
site and then the one down in the square, the Meschinis deci-
ded to kill the town's strays with poisoned meatballs, in reta-
liation for Francesco’'s insolence. They'll act on Sunday night
to ensure Francesco finds the dead animals on his way to
school the next day. Viola, who learned of the trio's plan,
warns Francesco of the danger and wants to use the powers
of the badge he received as a gift, but Twine forbids it: those
powers can only be used on a mission, not at will. Frustrated,
Francesco doesn't understand the point of this restriction and
discusses it with his uncle Claudio, pretending it's a comic
book story. Claudio will help him understand the importance
of respecting the rules, asking what would happen if every
police officer with a gun decided to act on their own initiative.
Francesco understands what he means but still considers it an
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absurd limit to respect. That Saturday is the town festival in
honor of the Saint. During the festival, Francesco tries to go to
dinner at the restaurant where his mother works, but the
chaos that rages there and on the streets of the town forces
him to give up and return home. He discovers that his uncle
Claudio, following the previous conversation and worried
about his nephew, has come to visit him. They have dinner to-
gether at home, but during the meal, Twine warns Francesco
that his presence is urgently needed at the dam a few kilome-
ters away: there's a danger of collapse. He won't be able to
act, but under supervision, he can witness a real mission for
the first time. Francesco transforms, his alter ego takes his
place with his uncle, and he jumps (an instantaneous way of
moving from one place to another) near the dam. There, he
finds himself with another young guardian, a fiery character,
called to assist. They wait for someone to arrive to resolve the
situation, but no one arrives, and they are forced to intervene
to prevent the dam from collapsing and the death of many
animals that would have been swept away by the flood wave
that would have invaded the forest. Francesco, thanks to his
knowledge of how dams work and his powers related to the
ability to communicate with animals, manages to resolve the
situation with the support of the young keeper, who is more
experienced than he is. The next day, Sunday, following the
mission and the many emotions of those days, Francesco de-
cides to take a day off from the pressures of his duties. He
meets his uncle Claudio, who takes him first to the dam,
where he reveals that Police Commissioner Zeri has opened
an investigation into the two mysterious "heroes” who saved
the situation. Immediately afterward, he takes him to a place
that until then had been kept secret from him at his mother's
request. It is the wild animal rescue center nestled in the hills
surrounding their village, where Francesco's father lost his life
years earlier. Returning home before dinner, Francesco disco-
vers that Viola is there with her mother. Her friend is worried
about Francesco’'s behavior over the past few days and what
will happen with the Meschinis that night. She wants to know
what he intends to do and make sure he doesn't do anything

BOOK REPORT - GUARDIANS OF NATURE: THE LAST BADGE - Published by AliRibelli 06



foolish. Francesco jokingly reveals that that night he'll face
the three like a true superhero, even though he knows he can't
do it and that her friend would never believe he could. Finally,
he tells her he'll alert his uncle and the police to stop the three.
While they're on the balcony of his room, the Meschinis
appear in the square in front of Francesco's building. He stif-
fens and starts to return to his room, but Viola stops him and
kisses him on the lips, certain the three were watching. Back
in their room, the embarrassment of both over what happe-
ned makes Viola run away. During dinner, Francesco ponders
what to do. He wants to intervene but can't use his powers, so
he tries to contact his uncle, but perhaps he's gone back to his
hideout in the woods, which is why his cell phone isn’'t wor-
king. He has no choice but to call the police, but Twine's arri-
val stops him. He discovers that the "forced” mission to the
dam was a test for the two, but especially for him, ordered by
the Supreme, the head of the Council of Elders. Even the
situation he now finds himself in is a test: if he doesn't do
anything to save those animals, he could be expelled from
their order, or if he uses the badge’'s powers, the same thing.
He decides to act. He transforms and goes in search of the
Meschini. That night, however, other criminals are on the loose
in the city: three delinquents who want to rob the town jewel-
ry store. Francesco finds, confronts, and defeats the Meschinis
after telepathically warning all the strays in the area not to eat
food left on the street. However, he discovers he wasn't able
to save them all. The mixed-breed dog rescued from the three
at the construction site dies from the poisoned food, despite
his attempts to save him. In a rage, Francesco seeks revenge.
The explosive blast that reverberates through the quiet village
leads him to investigate. He finds the Meschinis held at gun-
point by one of the robbers while the other two rob the jewel-
ry store. Francesco finds himself having to face their weapons,
despite having discovered in the previous days that his disgui-
se isn't immune to metal and therefore bullets. He manages to
foil the robbery despite this, but in the process, he is spotted
by several police officers who arrived after the blast, as well as
by Commissioner Zeri. The next day at school, Francesco
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faces his scheduled test, but in the meantime, he is summo-
ned to speak before the Council of Elders about his actions
that night. His disobedience by using his powers, his appea-
rance by humans, who also happen to be police officers, and
his letting a dog die are all valid excuses for the Supreme to
not accept him into their order. After a long debate and a diffi-
cult vote, he is granted permission to become a Guardian of
Nature. Returning to school, he learns from his alter ego that
the test didn't go badly, but he needs to improve. Resuming
his seat, Francesco emerges from the restrooms and finds the
school deserted: everyone is waiting for him in the courtyard
for the epic showdown against the Meschini. Francesco walks
through the classroom, leaving his badge in his backpack to
avoid accidentally using his power, and in front of numerous
witnesses, he then goes down to the courtyard to confront
the three. He discovers he is not alone. Other boys and girls,
including Viola, rally to his side. It starts to rain, and after a
quick fight between Francesco and Giulio, with Francesco
getting the better of the bully, everyone runs off to class.
After that defeat and revolt, the Meschini will never bother
anyone again. Once school is over, Francesco heads out alone
as usual, but is soon joined by Viola, her friend Lidia, and two
other students from his class. They invite the three to their bir-
thday party, surprising Francesco with their interest in him, as
well as the outcry and attention from so many others over his
feat against the Meschini. Walking home with Viola during a
heavy downpour, Viola kisses him, revealing her interest. Al-
though there are still many unresolved issues in his life, Fran-
cesco has managed to become a Guardian of Nature, kiss the
girl he has feelings for, make friends, and live up to his values:
fighting to protect the planet and the animals.

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE SCHOOL PROJECT AND ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

RELATING TO THE NOVEL, CONTACT US OR VISIT www.iguardianidellanatura.it/

The publishing house AliRibelli awaits you at the 2025 LIBER fair in
Madridat stand 14E24 to discuss this and other novels.
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